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many different measures, some of wMch have
long been upon the statute books, others are
still under discussion, while some have been
shown to be mistakes and have been wisely for-
gotten. His financial policy included the pay-
ment of the national debt incurred during the
Civil War as rapidly as possible instead of its
funding, the permanent use of greenbacks and
the retirement of the national bank notes, and
the free coinage of silver. His public land pol-
icy was based upon the preservation of the
public domain for the use of actual settlers, and
included the opening of Oklahoma, the forfeit-
ure of railroad land grants, the reservation of
coal deposits, the allotment of lands to Indians
in severalty, and the irrigation of the arid lands
to fit them for settlement. In addition he
favored the reduction of the tariff and free raw
materials such as lumber together with the use
of an income tax for revenue purposes. In the
main he seems to have supported the tariff
policy of President Cleveland in his message of
1887. He believed in the regulation of the rail-
roads by the government, and he opposed the
Interstate Commerce Act because he did not
regard it as sufficiently definite and explicit in
its provisions. His judgment was justified by
the early history of its operation. He favored
a number of other measures, such as the pop-
ular election of United States Senators, the